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9:00 AM - 9:55 AM

10:00 AM - 10:55 AM

No Presentaton

DacEasy Celebrates 10 Years
by Introducing the
Newest 1n Windows Accounting
DacEasy, Inc.

James Barker, Director of Development - Accounting Series

DacEasy celebrates 10 years of providing low-cost business software with the release of DacEasy Accounting for Win-
dows CO-ROM Edition. This accounting product includes payroll, along with $750 of softwara. The new version of Ac-
counting for Windows (disk-based and CD-ROM) features "Contact Accounting® — integration of easy-fo-use communica-
fions tools with powerlul accounting functions. Business is based on contacts, and Accounting for Windows is designed
to better manage those contacts through its communications taols. There will be a drawing for free products.

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

1:00 PM - 1:55 PM

'NTPCUG Business Meeting

Windows NT Server

Microsoft Corporation

Come sae the latest version of Windows NT Server. The authoritles are all saying the same thing -- Windows NT Server
Is the best overall cholce for your server needs as it is both an extremely fast file and print server as well as a powerful

application server. But mather than just reading aboul It, come to a demonstration of Windows NT Server, where you will
leam about Windows NT Server, its integration with the BackOffice, and how it integrates with Novell Netware. There
will be a drawing for free products. *

* Tickats for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes before until 15 minutes after the start-time of the meeting to altending

NTPCUG members who show proof of membership.

- Groups SIGs May |

8:00 - 8:55 10:00 - 10:55 (Cont.)
Microsoft Networking CAD
Visual BASIC - Beginning Fox Pro Database
MuitiMedia Graphics
) i Networking
it g Intemet-Beginning
BASIC ProgD%némlng-\ﬁsuaJ PAF-Genealogy
Paradox
General Genealogy Personal Users
RHardware Solutions WordParfect/Windows
Internet-Advanced UNIX
Personal Users
Quicken 11:00 - 11:55
StarText BASIC Programming
Visuat BASIC — Beginning
Windows Applications Assembiler
WordPerfect/DOS Brother's Keeper Geneal-
o
9:00 - 10:55 AR ?gom_)
DACAD (Corel) \rvasions
10:00 - 10:55 Graphics (Cont)
BASIC — Classic MS Works
(Language)

11:00 - 11:55 (Cont.)
0S5/2—Q&A
Roots IV - Genealogy
Spreadshest Developers
Windows Developers

11:30 - 11:55
Orientation

12:00 - 12:55
Alpha Four
C++/Advanced C
Communications
Desktop Publishing
Health Care Computing
0S/2 for End Users
Personal Users
The Master Genealogist

1:00 - 1:55
Access

ACT!
Business Apps./DAC Easy

1:00 - 1:55 (Cont.)
DATAFLEX
Middle C
Word for Windows
0S/2 Developers
Personal Users
Spreadsheet

2:00 - 2:55
Advanced Programmers
Community Services
QuickBooks
North Texas FreeNet
Application Developers
(OLE and ODBC)

Please consult the BBS
and remember to check
the overhead display in
the INFOMART lobby
for latest SIG schedules
and room locations.



It’s 7001 for Presentations —
No Auditorium in May!

We will not have use of the Auditorium at our
May meeting. The product presentations, includ-
ing Microsoft’s Windows NT presentation and our
business meeting, will be in Room 7001. That is
the room on the seventh floor directly across from
the elevators. Sorry, but Infomart “threw us a
curve” just before the April Meeting when they in-
formed us that we would be using 7001 instead of
our usual presentation site at Infornart in May.

*EXPIRED*

Many of you noticed that the label on your March
newsletter indicated that your membership had ex-
pired. There was a lot of response to the labels.

Some NTPCUG members were confused, others
were quite excited or upset when they saw the la-
bel saying *EXPIRED* on their newsletter.

Not Really *EXPIRED*
It was my mistake and I apologize.

I had been entering new memberships, all of
which had expiration dates in 1996. The label pro-
gram uses the date of the next NTPCUG meeting
to determine if your membership has expired.

North Texas PC Users Group
Years of Membership

May 1995

When it asked me for the date of the next meet-
ing, I typed 3/25/96 instead of 3/25/95!

The newsletter label program has now been modi-
fied — to ask me if I'm awake — if I enter a date
more than two months in the future.

User Group Tour

Linda Moore will be conducting a tour of the
NTPCUG for new members to aquaint them with
all the things that go on during our Saturday meet-
ing.

If you recently joired the user group and would
like to go on this walkabout, meet Linda at 12:00
noon in front of Room 7001 just across from the
elevators. Subsequent months, Linda will start

the walkabout from the Informart Auditorium.

Membership

From time to time [
do some statistical re-
ports on our member-
ship for the Board of
Directors. 1did a
graph of length of
membership for the
March board meeting.

They encouraged me
to publish it here.

The only comment I
can make is that it
hasn’t changed signifi-
cantly since I did the
same analysis two
years ago.

Jim Hoisington

9 1B >0



“It's going
to change our
Jives!™

3. D. nasronng,
Wingows Tech Joumal

“Particularly
for larger
applications,
the
performance
gains can be
substantial
over
Visual Basic,
PowerBuiider,
SQLWindows,
or similar
applications
development
environments.”

Susan 3
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Introducing Delphi

Redefining the fundamental relationship
between you and your business

The fastest way to i Retss your components
the fasiest applications D&llllll F ?G!S : Delphi's Visual Component Library
If you program . ... you have lo see Nathe cods conpler x it v (VCL) helps you minimize coding,
Pelphn. You'll qutckly see how | peomance sppications accelerates project completion, and
its brcakth.rough combination Of | s diiion. raleit simplifies corporate standardiza-
the world's fasl_esl optimizing | ukble EXEssbiLs tions. You get a gallery of 75 reusable
native code compiler, visual Rapid |\ oime merpeeser 1L forms, project templates, dialogs,
Application Development tools, | maue buttons, multimedia controls, and
3‘}% scalable da:abasedlechr}lzology Fuly oblect.oneniod more. Or add your own reusable
gl Igm: {ou a tre:lc: ous‘ eturn Wm objects, DLLs, VB_X controls, or
L -dnvestioent. And set you on : OLE 2.0 servers into Delphi’s
the fast track to client/server and | Noexiemal iools necessary < i r-hasad
Windows 95, 10 bul riow corTmOnents ot open, integrated, component-base
extend enviromant development environment.
RAD: prototype to productlon | Caboes tgnparomance Smooth scaling to client/server
Delphi's sophisticated visual design | b componaris o Delphi has a built-in ANSI SQL-92
and debugging toals help you | scalehiodatabiass inols server, Paradox®/dRASE® access, and
develop faster. They make it €asy 10 | Ropustemepion arcing ODBC support. So you can rapidly
work interactively with your cus- eak develon full I.' U i
tomers, so your final .EXE will fit WI' ey op VR LAl GSEer AppHSh.
their needs, increase their productiv- KT 0 Yo desl&lop..Then. oy
ity, and make you a star! But faster mm “P!%'_“d“’g v Delph's.CI'musw
development cycles are just the | Hentserver doveiopment edition, you can qmcklg deploy
beginning. The Deiphi compiler pro- | crentiservar vession avaiabis aRpllca(_rons across the entire enter-
duces applicstions that run 10-20 prise with high-performance native

times faster than P-code interpreters.

drivers for Oracle, Sybase, MS SQL

Server, Informix,* and InterBase.* And
all the work you do in Delphi today will
be fully compatible with Delphi’s forth-
coming 32-bit. Windows 95 release. Put
RADical performance to work on your
bottom line today.

Royalty-free executables let you deploy
fast, so you can crunch through the
applications backlog in record time. And
Just wait until your users experience the
speed of your delivered apps—they
won't want anyone’s apps but yours.

See your reseller or call today. 1-800-336-6464, ext. 9857

In Canada. call [-800-461-3327

Borland
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“Development
costs are
coming down
by 50%
(because we
can reuse
code).”

ATHI,

WP Cazh Mai it

Syzerm, First hational
Bk of Chickge

“The capabilities
of Dedphi
ars endless..."

Jarry Coftey,
Paradux informant

“tts
performance
edge will be

considerable.”
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The Visual Basic Comer
by Jim Carter
Introduction to Object Variables

Programming in Visual Basic 3.0 for Windows in-
volves the manipulation of objects. Principally,
these include (1) form objects, and (2) control ob-
jects drawn on those form objects. An extremely
powerful tool within Visual Basic is the ability to
declare variables that represent those objects and
manipulate these object variables as easily as you
would a much simpler data variable (Integer or
String). Programming object variables permits you
to create multiple instances of forms at run time
and modify each instance to satisfy similar, but
different, requirements.

Other advantages of object variables include the
ability to pass them to procedures and construct
arrays of object variables. Clearly, the under-
standing of objects and object variables will be-
come more important as Visual Basic becomes a
more object-oriented language.

Declaring an Object Variable

The declaration statement for an object variable is
much the same as for a data variable. The Dim,
ReDim, Static, and Global statements can be used
to declare object variables. The object variable dec-
laration requires an objecttype be included. The
objecttype specifies an object data type; thatis, a
form or control name.

There are two classes of object data types in Vis-
ual Basic, generic and specific. There are three ge-

KB. Barton
President

PCS

PC Services & Solutions, Inc.
Software/Network Professionals

7046 Azalea Lane 214 - 7503662
Suite 100 Fax: 214 - 750-3664
Dallas, Texas 75230 :

by Jin Carter J

neric object types; Form, Control, and MDIForm.
The Form object type can refer to any form in the
application, including MDI parent and child
forms. The Control object type can refer to any
control on any form in the application. The MDI-
Form object type can refer only to the MDIForm
in the application.

Spedific object types refer to a specific object.

Each form created at design time has a corre-
sponding specific form object type. The name of
each specific form object type is the same as the
Name property of the corresponding form. For ex-
ample, if an application included a form with the
default Name property of Forml, the proper decla-
ration for an object variable named frmDisplay
would be:

Dim frmDisplay As New Form1

The New keyword will cause Visual Basic to deter-
mine whether an instance of the form exists when-
ever the form variable appears in subsequent

code. If an instance does not exist, Visual Basic
creates one.

Each type of control on a form has a specific con-
trol object type associated with it. Examples are
CheckBox, CommandButton, Image, Picture etc.
To determine the object type for any control, se-
lect the control and open the Properties window.
The object box in the Properties window lists the
Name for the control followed by its object type.
The following declaration:

Dim andSelect As CommandButton

would mean that cmdSelect can refer to any com-
mand button in the application, but not to any
other type of conirol.

The Set command is used to assign a previously
declared object variable to a specific object. Using
the above example, we can assign a specific com-
mand button to the object variable cmdSelect as
follows:

Set emdSelect = Form1!Command1

NOTE: The exclamation point is used to differen-
tiate between controls on a form and properties of
a form. When a period is used, the following
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Microsoft Access 2 for Windows
Step by Step

(by Catapult Corp. for Microsoft Press)
Microsoft Press, Redmond, Washington, 1994
ISBN 1-55615-593-X
List Price: $ 29.95 (Available at varying discounts
at some computer superstores and bookstores)

Book Review by Larry Linson (review originally
presented at the NTPCUG Access SIG in October
1994)

This popular text and self-study book, updated
for Access 2.0, intfroduces new users to Access and
builds confidence in using, enhancing, and modi-

Visual Basic Corner... Ctd.

name is a property and when an exclamation
point is used, the following name is a control.

Advantages to Using Object Variables

The proper use of object variables can save the
programmer considerable coding time and reduce
the size of the resulting executable file. As an ex-
ample, in coding an application for a hospital per-
sonnel database, the forms used to enter informa-
tion for staff, employees, patients and manage-
ment would be very similar. The programmer
can create a single input form with all the controls
and code necessary for one class of personnel and
then use object variables to create multiple in-
stances of that form (with any necessary changes)
at run time.

For further information on object variables, see
Chapter 8 of the Visual Basic Programmer’s Guide
and Chapter 20 of Using Visual Basic 3 by Feld-
man, et.al published by QUE.

Jim Carter

North Texas PC NEWS

fying applications for personal use. Changes from
the earlier edition in how to accomplish these
goals, reflecting the major enhancements to Ac-
cess, are significant.

Retained from the earlier version are the reader-
friendly format, clear organization, marginal hints,
and the look and feel of the sample SWEETS data-
base. It’s a tribute to the improvements in the Ac-
cess product that they can achieve the same appli-
cation results without covering Access’ point-and-
click macro capabilities. This missing coverage
may be disappointing to readers who remember it
in the earlier edition.

Access BASIC is not addressed, but you'll find
some attached to events of the forms and controls
in the SWEETS application, courtesy of and gener-
ated by Access 2.0’s Wizards.

Introductory material describes the book, helps
you determine the right starting point based on
your own experience, and discusses the Microsoft
Access Documentation. Users new to Windows or
to Access are introduced with simple exercises.
New Access 2 features are listed and cross-refer-
enced to the lessons where they are covered.

The body of the text is divided into five parts,
each broken down into Lessons on specific topics.
The parts progress smoothly from "Data Basics"
through "Expanding a Database”, "Asking Ques-
tions and Getting Answers", "Customizing Your
Forms", and "Customizing Your Reports.” Read-
ers who carefully follow the text, work the exer-
cises, and study the noted portions of the Access
documentation should finish the book confident
of their ability to use Access DBMS for personal
applications.

You'll also find an Appendix on Using Expres-
sions, a Glossary, and a useful index.

Software Gallery, Inc.

(Novell NetWare and Lantastic Specialists)

Zack Porterfield, MS, CNE ~—
503 Westcliff Drive Nouen
Buless, Texas 76040-4042 Certified

Nelware
Enginecr

Voice Mail:
Metro 817/669-3766

Office: Metro 817/540-5788
Fax: Metro 817/540-2079

G. KENT COBB
SOFTWARE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT

PO. BOX 551271
DALLAS, TEXAS 753551271

(214) 343-3554
kentcobb@BIX.com
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Interfaces

The way programs present themselves to the user
and respond to keystrokes is called the user inter-
face. WordStar was originally written for comput-
ers running under CP/M that had no extra keys
beyond the ASCII character set: a control key, but
no Alt or standard cursor (arrow, home, end)
keys. To allow full screen editing,

WordStar defined the WordStar diamond: the four
keys ‘e’, ’s’, 'd’, and ’x’ were up, left, right, and
down when the control key was held down. The
keys next to them, ’c’, ’f, 'r’, ‘'w’, ’a’, and "z’ were
for bigger movements, ‘c’ being page down for ex-
ample. If you go into EDIT (or QBASIC) as sup-
plied with MS DOS 6.x, you will find that the
keys still work exactly like that.

Access for Windows — Step by Step...
Ctd.

All in all, this is a good book for a new user just
getting started with Access, well arranged, and
with sufficient coverage of the chosen subjects. It’s
useful, but not necessary, for users with a compa-
rable level of experience with Access 1.x. Access
2.0’s enhancements are enough to ease the transi-
tion.

Although I can recommend the book (and have
used it in customer training sessions), in compari-
son to the first edition, this was something of a
disappointment: minor errors in some text, some
less-than-clear explanations, an omission in one
Exercise, and a form/subform in the example data-
base which just doesn’t work. Apply the follow-
ing errata to avoid problems:

“* page xxii: the New Database button shows a
glan.k page of paper; it's not as shown in the
margin;

“ page 167: in Step 3 the problem statement or
instructions should state that "Pegasus Over-
night" is the particular carrier about which in-
formation is needed;

% page 168: Step 4 instructions will be correct if
the change for errata item (2) has been incorpo-
rated.

* page 232: neither the form/subform resulting
rom Step 6 nor the original unaltered form
will allow adding a new Order Detail record.

Larry Linson
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Apple’s most popular program for the Apple I
was AppleWorks. It became the model for MicroSoft
Works and many other integrated programs.

Two Comumon Interfaces

There are currently two common user interfaces in
the computer world. They can be identified by
their widest use as the Windows and the NetWare
interfaces.

In the Windows interface there are usually three
ways to carry out activities. The most obvious one
is using the mouse. In addition to clicking to
make choices, there is double-clicking for quick
choices, and dragging for selecting, reshaping,
copying, and moving. Because of the lack of mice
on early machines, Windows also has a complete
keyboard access with the Alt key for most pro-
grams. Then there is hot key access, where the
function keys and other key combinations (e.g.,
Ctrl-S for save, Ctrl-P for print) skip all the other
choices and the ever active escape key takes you

out of things.

The NetWare interface (used in PC Anywhere IV
and other places also) is one of more and more
boxes on the screen, although only one is active at
a time. The user may jump up and down the list
by typing the first letter of the item and there may
be duplicates. Pushing the letter again goes to the
next item with that letter. The same method
works with lists and NetWare has lots of lists:
Groups, Users, Rights, etc. Entries are added to
lists with the Insert key and removed with the De-
lete key (if the user has the right to do so). Escape
is used to back out of everything, including the
program, with confirmation when changes might
be dropped. Unlike the Windows interface, which
wraps around from top to bottom, NetWare does
not.

Mike Firth
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Gome See What All

The Excitement Is About.

£ E\S@NDOWSNT

The authorities are all saying the

same thing—Windows NT. Server

is the best overall choice for your

EWNDO%I\' | server needs as it is both an exoemely
p o

S fast file and print server as well as

a powerful application server!

Network Opersting System  Viersion 3151

But rather than just reading abour
it, come to a demonstration of
Windows NT. Server, where you
will learn abour Windows NT.
Server, its incegration with the
Back Office, and how it integrates

with Novell Nerware.

Microsoft

O1F5 Microoh Corportion. AlT ngnis rexcrved. Micrmsc) aid te Winown laps are registered irademsrks mad Windaws NT 1 o irademach of Micrmoft Coprration ia the Llaricd Staics andicr nier coust!
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Where do we go from here?
Users, MIS’s, Developers --
All share the same questions

Looking at the past two months of PC-oriented news, all one can say is

“What does it all mean?” I did skip Variety Store last month, and may pay
for it this month. Then again, maybe not. News has been somewhat con-
fused and seems focused on question of whether Microsoft will really ship

Windows 95 in August as promised.

Lots of discussion here. Some media pundits claim if Windows ships, it
will be a stripped-down, “shell” of the new operating system promised by
Microsoft, with no really new features except a “simplified” interface and
the same on notorious Windows lack of speed and full multitasking. Oth-
ers, equally distinguished and oft-quoted reply that the new Windows is
merely the “stalking horse” for NT Cairo, and not really what Microsoft has

in mind for the power user.

Windows 95 for Everyone?
Don’t think that'll work for
Power users & Beginners

Think everybody’s right here.
There’s no way Chicago (Windows
95 to us “old-timers”) could live up
to the expectations generated by al)
the press attention devoted to
speculation about the new system.
None.

It does mark a clear differentiation
between users I'll try to explain
later here -- if possible. Don’t think
a lot of users will appreciate my
views, however.

Legal news mostly on
“Hold”’Til next month

First, need to take a look at the le-
gal issues and rumors still bubbling
madly this month.

Microsoft and DOJ (Department of
Justice) versus almost everyone, in-
cluding Judge Sporkin, in the PC-re-
lated business still makes news. As

I deliver this issue of The PC News
to the printer (April 24), oral argu-
ments on the appeal of Judge
Sporkin’s decision are scheduled to
begin. But it's been tried in the me-
dia over and over again. Nobody
is neutral on this issue.

What's fun are all the "secret” ven-
dors who’ve been supporting the
briefs to stop the Microsoft - DO]J
agreernent. Are the roles of Novell,
Sun Microsystems, Lotus and Ap-
ple Computer Co. really “secret?”
If this is confidentality, maybe a
100 X 100-foot billboard on Times
Square in New York City is consid-
ered “secret.”

T have a real problem with the con-
cept of "secret” complaints against
anyone - even Microsoft. Somehow
this just doesn’t seem "American”
and hits me the wrong way. I have
visions of the "sneaky little kid"
who goes running to the teacher
with tales and rumors to gain favor
when this comes to mind. Every-
one knows them ~ the neighbor-

hood snitch/tattle-tale we all
learned to despise.

Meanwhile, Borland Decision
Gets scant media attention —
Even if More Important

What's sad is the fact that a much
more important decision favoring
Borland in their eternal struggle
with Lotus barely made most of the
media. Most paid scant attention to
the precedent-making decision — if
it holds up in the Supreme Court —
that redefined the entire “Look &
Feel” arguiment.

This is the argument that’s been
stauntchly maintained by Lotus viz.
the 1-2-3 interface and menu struc-
ture.

Manzi’s “Cashectomy”
May be own dinner

For those of you who missed it, Bor-
land won (this time) and Lotus’ Jim
Manzi may have to eat his “Cashec-
tomy” quote for the media.

Since Manzi definitely doesn’t like
“erow,” suit is absolutely headed to-
ward the Supreme Court. Some le-
gal experts think Lotus is in store
tor another surprise when the top
court refuses to consider the case.

Fun rumors abound...
Microsoft — Quark?
Apple — Canon

Rumors are fun too. Best is recent
rumor that Canon is considering
buying Apple. Granted, Apple re-
cently pulled its head out and dis-
covered what Microsoft knew all
along — that licensing their OS and
hardware might make them a lot of
money if the clone makers can do
what Apple couldn’t — sell lots of



May 1995

computers. Apple has been the
most proprietary of the vendors
and has maintained a high-priced
position on their hardware in the
midst of really bloody PC price
wars. Problem was that Apple
didn’t sell that many machines in
spite of glowing press acceptance
of the upper-level Power PC driven
hardware.

Apple learns late --
But Apple does learn

Apple did (finally) learn the lesson
Microsoft knew only too well. The
money’s in the operating system
and licenses — not in the hardware
for most companies in Apple’s posi-
tion.

Lessons? DayStar Digital, Inc., Ra-
dius Inc. and Power Computing
Corp. all will be producing Mac-
Clones in the near future. It's a
bold move for Apple, but one a
number of media experts see as Ap-
ple’s only hope for future growth
and profitability.

PC Makers mentioned as
Potential “"Mac-Makers”

There were rumors earlier this year
that Compaq, Dell and other "tradi-
tional" PC makers were also in the
market for Apple licenses. There’s
still IBM with its franchises on the
Power PC CPU to add to the stew of
potential “Mac-Makers.”

Don’t know what happened to ne-
gotiations between the above and
Apple. Would suspect that both
sides felt the deal(s) were not
worth their time and might dilute
each maker’s position in the very
competitive and volatile PC market.

A "Compaq Mac” does have a nice
ring though, doesn’t it? Can’t say
the same for either Dell or Gateway
since there’s not the same euphony
— or romance that thought of the
Houston-clone-maker making
Mac’s brings to mind.

Silly-Season for rumors?
Microsoft — Quark example

Some rumors are just plain silly
and don’t make sense — as in the
rumor that Microsoft was in the
market for Quark Express.

Microsoft already has a very good,
intermediate-level, page-layout pro-
gram Publisher and certainly didn’t
have a significant need for some-
thing as “heavy” as Quark Express
on the PC or Mac platforms. Page-
Maker might be a different story —
it's certainly the leader on both plat-
forms, but Adobe got there first.

Microsoft is in the market for small
companies with technologies they
can use now — or in the future, but
the market is just too small at the
Quark Express level,

What I promised earlier—
User differentiation will
Start with Windows 95

Where are we going? [ think some
of us are rushing headtong toward
a two-tier user community and
away from the x86 standard.

That means two groups of users
ahead — the (former) Power-users,
and the complete technophobes
and only-task-oriented users who
have absolutely no knowledge or
interest in the platformwhere they
work. In a lot of respects, these will
probably be "neophytes" who pur-
chase their PC’s pre-configured for
the software they wish to run.

Windows 95 is for them
And the home user

By and large, these people (this in-
cludes lots of secretaries and other
data workers) don’t care about the
platform, OS or interface, as long as
they can get their work done with
the minimal difficulty in interfacing
with the PC. They'll love Windows.
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Register Now!
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Plug 'n Play makes a lot of sense
for for the people who are pretty
much at the “technophobe” level,
and who are blissfully unaware of
IRQ’s, addresses in hex, and all the
other technical aspects of working
with and configuring the PC.

Recent "flap” over the Lion King
CD/ROM points to the problems
these users will need solved — be-
fore they enter the mainstream as
we know it now.

Technically-aware users
Will want more fromPC’s

I said in the DOS SIG I thought
we’d all be “Platform Independent”
in five years, and in all probability,
working on PC’s (or whatever
they’ll be called) powered by one
of the next-generation RISC CPU’s.

My personal bet will be under
some variant of Windows NT, but
that could change if IBM is able to
take OS/2 x.x to multiple platforms,
or if the UNIX camp(s) are able to
come up with a reasonable inter-
face that does not take a rocket-sci-
entist to maintain.

That last comment kinda places a
lot of us in the “technophobe”
camp above, doesn’t it. Not really.

Limits to what users
Will tolerate from vendors

What it highlights is the tremen-
dous level of complexity that mod-
ern software and hardware pre-
sents the user. There is a limit
most of us are willing to tolerate in
terms of interface peculiarities,
hardware foibles and general diffi-
culty in program operations.

I think the software and hardware
vendors are getting awfully close to
this line, however.

CPU irrelevent...
Speed, efficiency count

For most of us, the CPU inside the
box will be irrelevent — except in
terms of speed and efficiency. So
far, RISC appears to have the upper
hand over CISC
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This includes Intel, by the way.
Don’t forget that Intel is a major
RISC vendor, although not at the
desktop level, yet

Best bet would be on Silicon Graph-
ics” MIPS CPU’s, Motorola/IBM's
Power PC CPU’s and DEC Alpha
CPU’s, each of which has a very de-
voted following. MIPS, doesn’t pro-
duce chips — it designs them for
others to fabricate such as NEC.
Other vendors don’t seem to have
the momentum or creativity dis-
played by the above.

The depressing part —
Shoddy vendors,
Software & hardware

A disturbing trend is appearing in
the industry — “relaxed” quality
standards that appear to be increas-
ingly common among vendors.

I'm hearing lots of horror stories
about DOA (Dead on Arrival)
equipment from (formerly) quality
vendors, and even more tales of
“bad disks" incdluded in major soft-
ware packages from first-tier ven-
dors. Saw some of this recently at
the VA Medical Center where 1
work when several systems failed
shortly after installation as a result
of video-card failures.

Technician who installed systems
complained that this was not an iso-
lated incident and his section felt
this was becoming more common.
No single vendor appeared to be
the culprit, DOA’s not unusual
from any source these days.

For the user, this makes life some-
what more complicated since ven-
dors usually point a (crooked) fin-
ger at poor installation, other hard-
ware, software, etc. Working
through the maze can be a real chal-
lenge for anyone, no matter how so-
phisticated in their knowledge of
PC hardware and software.
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A little “Flame” for DRAM
What happened to the
“Glut” and price wars?

We all expected DRAM prices to re-
flect the general pricing movements
in the PC hardware world, i.e., in-
creasingly lower for increasingly
more powerful units.

That just hasn’t happened this year
as DRAM prices have been quite
stable so far, even rising some
months. Can’t blame anyone but
ourselves. We've been buying PC’s
at a record rate - and equipping
them with more DRAM than we
would have thought possible a few
years ago. Come to think of it, can
blame Windows and OS/2 for this
trend.

There’s another specter as well ~
falling Dollars against the Japanese
Yen. As the Dollar falls, prices of
goods manufactured in Japan (and
most of the Pacific Rim) are rising
accordingly. Even American ven-
dors are feeling this pinth since a
lot of the material that goes into the
fabrication of DRAM, silicon wa-
fers, epoxy resins, etc., also comes
from Japan or Korea, et al. This is
further complicated by fires and
earthquake damages at significant
Japanese vendors which have
placed increased (scarcity) pressure
on available supplies of DRAM.

Although lots of pundits continue
to speculate about coming “DRAM
Gluts” on the market, they fail to
consider the growing number of
non-PC products that use both non-
volatile and volatile (SRAM and
DRAM) in their manufacture. Al-
most anything “smart” will be us-
ing memory in the future — count
on it.

Don’t count on falling DRAM
prices.

Reagan Andrews
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)COMM PLUS for Windows 2.1 is here with new
tures which are above and beyond all other
communications software programs. First up, you
 have access to complete fax capabilities including a fax viewer,
scheduling, broadcast send, and the ability to receive faxes in the
background; all from right within PROCOMM PLUS for Windows.
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Disks of the Month (DOM) for April

Note: All of these disks are distributed on 1.44M disk only

Disk of the Month Released at
the April Meeting

Disk 963, SPINWIZARD, 1/95 -
- Windows Program Manager
Replacements by Tanisys
Technology Inc., Austin, Texas.
Shareware Fee: $79.95.

SpinWizard is a revolutionary,
productivity enhancing tool
that lets you launch applica-
tions, open documents and
perform multi-step tasks with
just a keystroke or the click of
a mouse. With its simple, in-
tuitive 3-D carousel interface,
SpinWizard makes managing
the Windows desktop faster
and easier than ever before.

You may drag and drop exist-
ing icons from Program Man-

ager or File Manager and
drop it onto the SpinWizard
carousel. The carousel can be
positioned anywhere on your

screen and sized so you can si-

multaneously view 1 to 36
icons.

There is a record funchon that
lets you reduce complex,
multi-step tasks to a single
icon just by telling SpinWiz-
ard to watch and record your
actions. Bach task can then be
executed automnatically with
only a click. And the icon
browser lets you choose from
a variety of custom icons for
any Windows compatible ap-
plication, document or task.

Only SpinWizard combines all
these features, and more, to

Top Twenty DOM Disks
Want to know what’s hot? These are the 20 most
popular NTPCUG DOM Library disks - as of April
15, 1995.
928 1evavnaens IconMaster 1.2d
941 .......... Wintune 2.0, 12/94
933 ... WinZip 5.0, 1/94
950 .......... UN4WIN 1.5,7/93
929 .. ..., WHATPORT 4.0, 10/91
930 .......... FIXTIME 1.1, 3/9%
932 ...t DCOPY 2.0,3/93
905 .......... SYSCHK 2.4 — Diagnostics
931 ...ov... SLEEP 3.02,1/94
952 .. Netscape 1.0N
945 . ......... VirusScan & VSheild 2.14E
2\ T A S AM-Tax 1994, 11/54
904 .......... Microsoft Diagnostic Utility 2.11
943 .......... FILL DISKETTE 1.29, 6/92
921 .. Rockford! 3.0
891 .......... Beginners Guide to Internet 1.0
940 ... ...t NAG BUSTER 1.1,4/%4
922 ... WinPost 2.0
911 .......... Color View 2.53
910 .......... Auto Net 2

put a2 new spin on managing
your Windows desktop.

System requirements: JBM
compatible running Windows
3.1 or later, VGA monitor,
Less than 1 MEG HDD.

Shareware submitted by Tani-
sys Technology to the North
Texas PC Users Group.
This README prepared by Jan
Parkhill, edited by Will Davis.

Disk 964. VBRUN Series, 5/93 ~
Windows Visual Basic Run-
time Series used to run many
Windows applications. Mi-
crosoft Corp., One Micosoft
Way, Redmond, Washington
98052

This disk contains versions of
VBRUNI100.DLL,
VBRUN200.DLL and
VBRUN300.DLL.

There are many Windows-
based Visual Basic programs
being issued in the shareware
market today, all requiring
these runtime modules in or-
der to operate the programs.
In short, to run the old and
new Windows VB programs,
you must have the current
versions of these three run-
time modules stored in your
\Windows\Systems subdirec-
tory.

For varjous reasons, perhaps
the additional disk space re-
quired for a new program,
these files are often left off or
omitted when you acquire
new shareware programmed
with Visual Basic,

If you use Windows share-
ware, you are best advised to
keep a copy of each of these
runtime modules on your
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hard disk to avoid unneces-
sary delay when seting up
and/or installing new Wign-
dows shareware on your sys-
tem.

System requirements: Any sys-
tem running Windows 3.x or
later.

Shareware downloaded and
submitted to the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by Jan
Parkhill, edited by Will Davis.

Disk 965. Disk Formatting Utl-
ity Bonus Package put together
by the North Texas PC Users
Group.

There are two (2) High Capac-
ity Disk Formatting utility
programs included on this bo-
nus diskette. Both utilities
have older dates, but do the
advertised formatting func-
tion very well.

(1) ATFMTI100.ZIP (3/92) Fea-
tures the following maximum
formatting estimates for
floppy disks: 360K diskette =
820KB; 720K diskette =
1066KB; 1.2 MEG diskette =
1.476 MEG; 1.44 MEG diskette
= 1.722 MEG.

Requires an AT system to run
and was designed using high
density drives.

(2) FDFORMAT.ZIP (7/91)
Public Domain Software.
Works with XT using DOS 3.2
or higher. This program re-
places the DOS Format com-
mand, giving you maximum
storage capacity on your disk-
ettes.

These two utilities are de-
signed to provide more disk



storage capadity on your disk-
ettes. In addition, there are
other benefits claimed that
may speed your diskette /O
by up to 100% using sliding
sectors.

System requirements: Any
IBM XT or higher system
with floppy drive bays; DOS
3.2 or higher.

Shareware submitted by
North Texas PC Users Group
Member Lewis Graber.
This README prepared by Jan
Parkhill, edited by Will Davis.

Disk 966. RETAIL PLUS+ 4.5,
12/94 - Point of Sale Software
for Business by True North
Computer Services, 36 Ade-
laide St. East, PO Box 423,
Toronto, Canada, M5C 2J5.

Retail Plus+ will quickly and
efficiently turn any PC into a
comnplete inventory and point-
of-sale (POS) system. It is
unique because it removes the
roadblocks which stop many
small businesses from auto-
mating their sales and inven-
tory. Those roadblocks are
high prices, complicated set-
ups and a steep learning
curve.

Retail Plus+ can be installed
in minutes and comes with
sample data so you can test it
without investing a lot of
time. When you are ready to
make sales of your own just
enter your store ID, the local
sales taxes and some inven-
tory. When you are ready to
move beyond the basics the
system will support the
things you need such as in-
voicing, barcodes, a cash
drawer and a slip printer.

The unique POS screen lets
you access everything needed
to make sales, keep track of
your customers, print sales
slips or get your invoices out.
If your business requires writ-
ten quotes you can make
those too, and when the cus-
tomer is ready to buy you can
easily call up the quote and
process it as a sale.

Other advantages of using Re-
tail Plus+ are instant stock
counts, automatic purchase or-

ders, and-complete sales his-
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tories.

The system also answers
what may once have been
difficult questions such as:
How much did the new
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salesman do today? What
is Mr. Smith’s usual dis-
count and what’s left on his
layaway? What was the cost
of goods sold last week?
When did [ last order some
widgets and when did they
come in? Past answers to
questions like these can cer-
tainly make your day more
productive and pleasant.

System requiremnents: Will run
on any IBM compatible or
PS/2 computer with 2 MEG
of free hard disk.

Shareware downloaded and
submitted to the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by Jan
Parkhill, edited by Will Davis.

Disk 967. AUTOLOG 1.1, 9/93 -
- Automobile Maintenance and
Repair Records by Stephan Ko-
bre, 2060 Ralph Avenue, Brook-
lyn, NY 11234

Everyone has a need fo keep
maintenance records when
your automobile had it’s last
oil change or tune-up. This
maintenance and repair re-
cord software is more thor-
ough than others I have seen,
perhaps to a fault. But, the

13

author mentions his goal was
to offer more specific catego-
ries so you could maintain
more comptete records. For
instance, rather than just gen-
eralize a repair category as
FUEL, the category is broken
down into Carburetor, Fuel In-
jection System, Emissions and
Tune Up.

The first thing you want to
keep a record of is all the per-
tinent data on your car or ve-
hicle; the model year, make
and model of car and even
the color; the VIN (Vehicle ID
Number), the license plate
number, and the wheel and
tire size. This section is very
complete.

After you have kept records
for some time, you may wish
to review what has been done
to maintain your automobile
and Auto Log will allow you
to prepare very complete re-
ports that reflect all mainte-
nance and repairs as they oc-
curred, the cost of those re-
pairs, who performed the
work, etc. As a matter of fact,
you can check on past repairs
by searching the data base by
several methods; who did the
work, the cost, the mileage,
etc., or all of the above can be
used in a search. This is a
very well put together pro-
gram for keeping track of
your car costs and records.

System requirements: Will nm
on any IBM XT or later com-
patible.

Shareware downloaded and
submitted to the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by Jan
Parkhill, edited by Will Davis.

Disk 968. XFERPRO 1.0, 7/94 —
Internet Email File Attachment
Utility by SabaSoft, Inc., 924
Bayhill Avenue, Naperville, IL
60565. Shareware fee: $10.00.

Whenever you need to send
text, application data, mes-
sages, images, audio, video,
axecutable files and other in-
formation types via E-mail,
then Information Transfer Pro
(XPERPRO) is for you. The
following file extensions (but,
not limited to these) are suit-
able for attaching to your E-
mail messages; .EXE, .COM,
.WAV, .DB, .DBF, .AVI, .MDB,
200, .ZIP, . ARC, and .LZH.

XPERPRO will allow sending
of the aforementioned infor-
mation types between popu-
lar on-line services such as
America On-line, Prodigy,
CompuServe, Delphi, Genie,
AT&T mail, MCI mail, and
educational and other sites on
the Intemnet, including those
based on X400 message han-
dling.

Another popular use for
XFERPRO is with UseNet
newsgroups, the “Bulletin
Board System (BBS) of the In-
temet”. This allows various
information types to be
posted as part of news articles.

XFERPRO supports use of
Multipurpose Internet Mail
Extensions (MIME), UU en-
code and decode and XX en-
code and decode. This is not
another nonstandard multiple
part format, but instead has
inter-operability with the
above mentioned encoders.

System requirements: Win-
dows 3.1 or WFW 3.11 and
higher.
Shareware downloaded and
submitted to the North Texas
PC Users Group.

This README prepared by Jant

Parkhill, edited by Will Davis.
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CoreINEWS:

The Dallas Association of Corel Art-
ists and Designers (DACAD) pro-
vides the following material as a
service to Corel users in the
NTPCUG. Material presented here
comes from a variety of Corel
sources from company newsletters
to users to CompuServe Corel Fo-
rum announcements and reports.

International CorelDRAW
User Conference in Dallas

Hosted by Rick Altman / Spon-
sored by Corel Magazine, the Intemna-
tional CorelDRAW User Conference
will be held in Dallas, Texas this
year, Conference will be at the
Sheraton Grang Hotel, Dallas TX,
October 22-25, 1995.

Call (408) 252-5448 for more infor-
mation.

Look for user gréup discounts to be
announced here.

Tips From IVAN

#5003 - Kodak PhotoCD

Import Problems — The Photo CD
import filter relies on the
PCDLIB.DLL file which is located
in the WINDOWS\SYSTEM direc-
tory. A copy of this file is supplied
with Core]lDRAW! 5 and it is in-
stalled during the installation of
Core] DRAW.

If an error message appears when
using the Photo CD import filter
(.PCD) or if the PCD import is not
working correctly, ensure you have
the latest version of the
PCDLIB.DLL file in the WIN-
DOWS\SYSTEM directory only.

The PCDLIB.DLL file that ships
with Core]lDRAW has an uncom-
pressed file size of 148140 bytes and
a date of 3/25/94.

occurrence of
e \Windows di-

Also note that an
this .DLL file in

DALLAS
ABBOCIATION
aFr

CoRreL
ARTIBTS

AND
DESIGNERS

rectory may cause problems. If you
discover the file in this area rename
it with a .BAK extension. Should
you accidentally overwrite the
PCDLIB.DLL that was installed
with CorelDRAW! 5, there is a sec-

ond copy of the file in the
CORELS50\PROGAMS\DATA di-
rect&%\t‘hat ou can copy back into
the DOWS\SYS directory.

Corel Magazine ~ 1/2 Price
For User Group Members

Corel Magazine is still offering 1/2
rice advertisements and 1/2 price
new) subscriptions to all user

group members. Please contact Mar-

tin Bevins at 512-219-3110 for fur-
ther information.

Also available are discounted sub-
scriptions to the CorelDRAW Jour-
nal. Please contact Kazak Communi-
cations, 16 Ottawa St., Toronto, ON,
MA4T 2Bé6, Canada or CIS address
70730,2265.

IMPORTANT COREL APDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

©Technical Support Repre-
sentatives......erirecrns 800-818-1848

%F Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel
products) .........n...... 800-772-6735

“Customer Service Representatives
corsrressessnsssssesinnes S00-772-6735

@IVAN (Interactive Voice Answer-
ing Network) -............ 613-728-1990

924 Hour Automated Fax System
..................... 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

#Technical Support hours are
4AM to 8PM (EST) excluding
holidays
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Look for CorelNET
On the Internet

Corel Announces Participation on
Internet/CorelNET. Ottawa, Can-
ada —March 7, 1995— Corel Corpora-
tion announced today its participa-
tion in CorelNET, a World Wide
Web site on the Internet, owned

and operated by Toronto-based
Kazak Communications, publisher
of the Corel DRAW Journal.

CorelNET has been conceived as a
service to the worldwide commu-
nity of Corel Users, now over 2 mil-
lion. While based on World Wide
Web technology, the site also sup-
ports FTP, Gopher and e-mail ac-
cess, to make it as accessible as pos-
sible to those lacking a full Internet
connection.

Corel's area on CorelNET will in-
clude the following: General Infor-
mation, Corel career opportunities,
a special area for third-party devel-
opers, strategic partners and mem-
bers of the Corel Club; support for
key Corel products; Artist in Resi-
dence area: Winners of Corel’s An-
nual Design Contest describe how
they created their winning entries
using graphics, text and animated
ScreenCam files. Artists would also
be available to discuss their work in
an open forum.

Currently under development,
CorelNET is anticipated to be up by
the end of April. At that time it can
be accessed at http//www.corel-
net.com.

JoAnn Elliott

COREL

CORPORATION
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REPORTS . . .

News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups

(Material for this column should be sent to NTPCUG BBS SIG Upload Area
before the 10th day of each month)

Attention All SIG Leaders!

We want your SIG notes. It's im-
Eortant that NTPCUG members
now what your SIG has done and
will be doing at your meetings and
presentations. But, you must get
them to the PC News before they
can be printed in the newsletter.

The best way is via the NTPCUG
BBS. It's easy and quick. After
you have written your SIGnote,
sign it at the bottomandu%ive it a
file name that will help the editors

know what it is.

A good naming convention would
be four letters identifying your SIG,

date of publication and tollowed by

.SIG suffix. April DOS SIG file-
name, for example, would be:
DOS0495.51G.

Once you log on to the NTPCUG
BBS, here’s the procedure:

% From the BBS Main Menu, se-
lect “F” — (F)ile Up/Down-
load. That will take you to the
NTPCUG Up/Download Menu.

* Select “1” — S(I)G Happenings
upload for newsletter.

+» Then, select “S” to submit hap-
pening (SIG note)

If you want to make doubly sure
that your note gets to the PC News
— after you've sent it to the SIG
Upload Area — you can also in-
clude it as a (F)ile attached to a BBS
E-mail message to me, Reagan An-
drews. You might also consider
gosting this as a message to the

BS conference area concerning
your SIG in addition to the above.

- FROM THE $1G COORDINATOR h
The following are changes/additions/needs that the NTPCUG has mads to the SiG's.
New SiGs:

~— DACAD (Corel) — JoAnn Ellloit @ (214) 231-5332

— QuickBooks - Jim Thompson @ (817) 281-6159 h (214) 953-0051w

New SIG Leaders:

— Networking — Bernie VanRoekel @ (817) 451-4540 h (817) 461-4120 w

~— WordPerfect/DOS - Dawn Hopkins @ (214) 613-8815 h (214) 740-8085 w
Groups Looking for Help in Leading their SIGs:

— Middle € [Contact Tom Cock @ (214) 871-8177 w]

— Word for Windows (Contact Janst Pation @ (903) 886-6249 h)

— Desktop Publishing (Contact Deborah Bean @ (214) 475-7463 h 475-3124 w)

The requirements for forming a SIG are:
Leadershlp — at lgast one individual willing to lead the SIG, and an assistant.
Membershlp — at least eight individuals willing to aftend the SIG faidy consistently.

If you have a group that meets these qualifications or would like help in finding oth-
ers who might share your interests, please contact mae at (214) 517-7430 (H) or
(214) 527-0922 (W)
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Access SIG

Peggy Mitchell will be discussing
her experiences using Asymetrix’
InfoModeler software to assist in
designing the database for an Ac-
cess application she developed for
her employer. We are looking for-
ward with pleasant anticipation to
hearing the pros and cons of her
real-life experience with this tool
(you’ll remember, no doubt, Bobby
Taylor’s able presentation of the
philosophy and use of the tool in a
{)wo‘; art presentation some time
ack).

Larry Linson shared some tutorial
tips, techniques, how-to’s, and cau-
tions at the April meeting, illus-
trated in a sample Address Book ap-
plication. He’llpbe doing another tu-
torial session in the not-too-distant
future.

Jack Atkinson has agreed to speak
again soon, and we’ll announce his
subject and schedule just as soon as
we can. Those of us who remem-
ber Jack’s past presentations are
eager for another — Jack under-
stands the Access product and is
good at explaining it in a simple,
straightforward manner.

We continue having a lively "Ques-
tions and Answers and Tips and
Hints" segment in the last quarter
hour of each meeting. We share
discoveries about Access, help each
other with current problems, and
ask and answer %uesﬁons. It's al-
ways surprising how often we find
that someone has already solved
Erob]ems that we ask about. If you
ring a small sample of either your

roblem or your solution to a prob-
em on dijskette, we can run it on
the demo machine for everyone’s
benefit.

We're still looking for samples and
examples for an Access SIG Disk of
the Month. Don’t you have some?
And, too, we're still looking for
speakers for future SIG meetin

on any subject that would be of in-
terest to our attendees. Don’t you
have some experiences to share?

Let any of the SIG Leaders know
about either of these!

In addition to our local Access SIG
message conference on the
NTPCUG electronic bulletin board
system (BBS), there’s new newsl
We can now also read the In-
ternet’s USENET "comp.data-
bases.ms-access” newsgroup. If ask-
ing questions, providing answers,
and posting messages wasn't
enough, now you can follow discus-
sions from Access users all over the
world. Get a modem if you don’t
already have one and call the BBS
at the numbers printed on the back
cover of this issue.

See you at the Access SIG on May
13!

Larry Linson

Application Developers SIG
(OLE and ODBC) SIG

We don’t have a formal presenta-
tion scheduled for the May meeting
(in fact, not even an informal one).
We're planning on open discussion
of topics of interest to developers
using OLE, ODBC, and interoper-
able office software of most any
"flavor”. We might even persuade
the ever-affable Dan Ogden to
show some features of the Mi-
crosoft Office Developer’s Kit CD-
ROM that’s included with current
copies of Visual Basic (and is also
available separately, too).

Thanks to Jeff Hopper of Borland
International, for his in-depth pres-
entation of the official release ver-
sion Borland's Delphi at our April
meeting. This new development
tool supports OLE, ODBC, IDAPI,
and is aimed primarily at the client-
server front end market.

Sometimes called by the press “Vis-
ual Basic Killer”, the crossword puz-
zle in the current issue of Visual Ba-
sic Programmer’s Journal gave "The
Wrath of Kahn" as a clue for Del-
phi. Borland, by the way, says it’s
primarily for the client-server devel-
oper market, and doesn’t cast it as
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a competitor to Visual Basic.
That’s not to say, of course, that it
can’t be used to develop for the
desktop.

If you haven’t been attendin

here’s a summary of our goals for
the SIG: The Microsoft Windows
Comgonent Object Model, based on
the Object Linking and Embedding
(OLE) and the Open Database Con-
nection (ODBC}) technologies, en-
ables application developers to use
commercial software (such as the
Microsoft Office products} as inte-
gral parts of their own applications.

Our goal is to learn together to use
these technologies to develop com-
ponent applications compliant with
the Microsoft Component Object
Model. IBM says that its (compet-
ing?) System Object Model will sup-
port Component Object Model ap-
plications, too, so if SOM is your
goal, you'll get a head start if you
join with us in our efforts.

Our current “focus” is on using Ac-
cess 2.0, Delphi, Paradox 5.0 for Win-
dows, and Visual Basic as OLE con-
tainers and Microsoft Office soft-
ware, Paradox 5.0 for Windows,
and Visio as OLE servers in compo-
nent applications. Other applica-
tions, "applets”, and OLE custom
controls will be added to our
agenda as they become available.

The top word processing, spread-
sheet, and database software on the
market (not just Microsoft’s prod-
ucts, though they were among the
earliest) are now OLE2-enabled.
We want to prepare ourselves to
take advantage of all the years of ef-
fort that went into building such
heavy-duty commercial applica-
tions by using them as extensions
to our own business solutions.

It's our intent to be a high-tech,
low-key SIG featuring member dis-
cussion of component application
techniques, demonstrabons and ex-
amples, occasional guest speakers,
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and somnetimes just getting together
to talk about the subject.

We continue to need speakers for
future meetings on any topic of in-
terest to developers using the Com-
ponernt Object Model, es]?ecially:
samples and examples of compo-
nent applications, tutorials on OLE
2.0-enabled software, Excel’s Visual
Basic for Applications, and Word
for Windows 6.0’s Word Basic.

Larry Linson
Assembler SIG

In April we discussed CMOS mem-
ory and the real-time clock. Our fo-
cus was on the cmosview program
which illustrates the recommended
methods for reading from and writ-
ing to the CMOS registers. (You
can still download the source pro-
gram and executable file from the

BS — just look for the April meet-
ing announcement message in the
Assembler SIG section.)

Now that Microsoft has sent out
the “Final Beta” version of Windows
95, we will be looking at how some
of the new features are imple-
mented and how programmers can
make use of them. In May, we’ll fo-
cus on Windows 95 memory man-
agement and the advantages of 32-
bit device drivers. In June, Frank
Cavallito will lead the discussion
of the Windows/DOS interface. I'm
also hoping to have a guest speaker
from Intel again this fall.

Tip of the Month: Program Limits
and File Management

As I was doing my monthly back-
ups the other day, I noticed that I
now have over 10,000 files on my
PC. 10,000!

1 remember times not too long ago
when, as a programmer, I thought
two bytes of RAM would always
be sufficient to count the total num-
ber of files on a hard drive. But two



bytes will only hold a value of
16,384, so some of the programs I
wrote years ago will quit produc-
ing correct numbers sometime
soor. I've run into that with other

eople’s programs, too. Program-
Enerrs) nevgr f:ﬁbera&ly lim.l%Tthe
usefulness of the programs they
write, but new technology can
make them obsolete.

In the old days (pre-Windows), it
was necessary to control the num-
ber of files used by an application
because disk space was expensive.
People always did “custom” instal-
lations because they did not want
to waste any of the precious disk
space on features they weren’t go-
ing to use, But in the last year, the
cost/megabyte of hard drive space
has dropped from over a dollar to
less than fifty cents, and new hard
drives store more data and transfer
data faster than ever before.

The complexity of the applications
has also increased dramatically.
Feature Bloat has become rampant,
and the trend of packaging every-
thing as a “suite” has only made
things worse. It has become easier
to just load everything a package
comes with than to figure out ex-
actly which features we want to
use and which of the example and
help files we need. If we get tired
of handling those dozens of installa-
tion diskettes, we just install every-
thing from one CD-ROM. Out of
disk space? We just turn on disk
compression or add another disk
drive.

With sufficient dollars and expan-
sion capacity we can avoid file
management problems for a long
time, but sooner or later we have to
face them (this is called borrowing
from the bartender to put off the
hangover). I don’t know about you,
but I sure hope the prices on 1GB
tape backups will keep dropping!

Glynn Brooks

Business Applications/DAC
SIG

In December, 1994, DacEasy, Inc.
announced the release of Dac
Accounting for Windows Version 2.
This appears to be a significant up-
grade from Version 1 which, in it-
self, was a viable product. Version
2 takes accounting one step beyond
and into the world of contact man-
agement, without leaving the envi-
ronment from which you are bill-
inF, ordering inventory or supplies,
following up on past-due accounts
or aging your accounts payable.

Now DacEasy has released a CD-
ROM version of this program with
a suite of third-party products
which go a long way toward pro-
vidjnﬁla complete business desk-
top. Included are the following:
WinFax Lite, WinComm Lite. Avery
Label Pro, Master Clips and many
other goodies. DacEasy has even in-
cluded their own Instant Rolodex
and EIS Templates.

Along the line of contact manage-
ment, DacEasy Accounting for Win-
dows includes Call Tracker, Call
Activity, Time Minder, DacMail
and Personal Assistant, a l{:;roject
management tool. Payroll is also
integrated into the accounting pro-
gram.

There’s just too much for me to
cover in SIG Happenings so you
had better show up for the May 13,
1995 meeting for a Double-Barrel
load of information. First, there
will be a presentation at ETTHER
the 9:00 or 10:00 General Meeting
in the Auditorium by a specialist
from DacEasy (check page 1 for the
exact ime). Then at 1:00 pm in the
Business Applications/DAC SIG
meeting, we will have a continu-
ation of the demonstration with a
closer look at some of the new fea-
tures and an opportunity for some
questions which you may have.

We will Jook forward to seeing you
on May, 13.....
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P. S. We apologize to those of you
who expected to see a demonstra-
ton of Maximizer for Windows at the
February SIG meeting. Bruce ar-
rived about 30 minutes late because
a piece of equipment which he was
borrowing, was not available.

Bruce did a demo at the March
meeting but we did not have an op-
portunity to announce it in the
NTPCUG News. It's a very interest-
ir\gl program and we’ll fry to re-
schedule in a few months.

Putt Shaw

Communications SIG

In May, the Communications SIG
will be hosting Jim Needham. Jim
is National Account Manager for
Hayes Microcomputer products,
and will be discussing where the
communications industry is going
in the future.

Analog and ISDN products will be
discussed. The Hayes products
that will be discussed are the
Hayes ESP Card and the tiers of
products available ( Ultra, Optima
Accura ).

Hayes announced some new prod-
ucts and technologies at Comdex in-
volving switched voice and data,
and shared vojce and data. Hayes
has been shipping their V.34 mo-
dems since October 21, 1994.

We will have a drawing for gnzes
As usual, only North Texas PC Us-
ers Group members will be eligible
to win.

See you May 13th.

Birl Smith
& Doug Gorrie

DACAD (Corel) SIG
May Meeting -

Past President and group co-foun-
der Janie Owen-Bugh will make
this month’s Presentah'on, “De-
signed for Print”.

Janie’s presentation will explore the
interaction between desktop pub-
lishing and the mysterious world of
printing. She’ll discuss how to de-
sign adpiece so that it can be

printed efficiently and economi-
cally, and then follow a printing

project from concept to finished
product.

March in Review

Randy Copus, of Dreamtime Pro-
ductions, spoke to a group of 30+
attendees about CD/ROM technol-
ogy. He gave an excellent over-
view, and described the various
compact disc formats. He went into
some detail about the art of pre-
mastering a compact disc in house,
hardware and software require-
ments, kinds of compression and
compilation of data.

Randy also gave us suggestions
about hiring a service to bumn your
disc, including cost, data prepara-
tion, and handling fees for specific
services such as compiling from
Syquest or floppies. Expected per-
formance and multiple copies and
manufacturing were also covered.
He volunteered to answer any of
our questions and can be reached
at Dreamtime Productions at (214)
517-9154 ot Fax (214) 527-6206.

The vote at March 25th meeting
was unanimous in favor of the
merger with NTPCUG. Now we
are an official 5IG of North Texas

2% [Notes on using Corel-
¥ |Capture gleaned from
Y [Compuserve:

”Start the program containing the
capture material you want to grab
and have it displayed on screen.
The go back to start,ég up to
CorelS5, and click on Capture when
it pops up. Click on the Source
folder and select rectangular area.
Next click on the Capture button at
the bottom, and you will see the
window for Corel Capture shrink
down and fly down to the Task Bar
at the bottom of the screen. By de-
fault, F7 is your hot key, so just
place the mouse cursor at the up-
per left corner of what ever it is
you want to grab, and strike the F7

21

North Texas PC NEWS

key. Look down at the Task Bar
and you will see a five second
count-down appear directly to the
right of the Corel Capture. At the
end of five seconds, your mouse
cursor will change into cross-hairs.
Starting at the upper left hand cor-
ner, click and hold down the left
mouse button. Move the mouse to
size your capture window, and
when you have everything you
want in the window, then release
the left mouse button and a dialog
box saying capture is complete will
pop up. (Whoops-I forgot to men-
tion that by default, Corel Capture
copies to the Clipboard-you can
change destination in the set-up
folder) This procedure *should*
work.

Warm regards-Ron Seattle”
JoAnn Ellioht

DOS SIG

There will be a DOS SIG Meeting in
May! In spite of all the media
hoopla, continues to live.

(This may be premature, since Win-
dows 95 is still scheduled for Au-
gust, 1995 release — and pundits
predicted death of our favorite com-
mand-line oriented operating sys-
tem shortly thereafter.)

Good topic for the May DOS SIG
meeting may be preparation for in-
stallation of Windows 95 (or any ma
jor OS/ program/ suite.) Remem-
er, most of us will be installing
from either DOS or Windows on
DOS, and we'll need to make some
preparation for both a “clean” in-
stallation, and to make sure we can
get “back” to the previous setup
with minimal difficulty if necessary.

Jim and 1 (Reagan) will end the
DOS SIG meeting with the usual
Q& A session which is really a
DOS/Windows/hardware trouble-
shooting period. With good luck
and an absence of CP/M and OS/9
rowdies, the meeting should run
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A

quite smoothly — especially if the
new [BM-sponsored 0S/2 1.1 -
TopView SIG gets off to a flying
start.

Reagan Andrews

Graphics SIG

March and April were Micrografx
months with demos of Picture Pub-
lisher and (I hope this prediction
will be correct) Designer. Picture
Publisher was a smash like usual
with Craig Simmons showing us
how to do scanning, calibration,
and post processing.

For those of you who missed the
demo, the most important thing
the crowd picked up was that one
should never underestimate this in-
dustry. It seems that most of the
time the best course of action is to
turn off most of the calibration.
With smart scanners and printers,
what usually happens is that the
user ends up using software to re-
calibrate hardware that is autocor-
recting itself.

If something happens to prevent
the April demo of Designer, then it
will be on the agenda for May.
Otherwise, we are planning to
spend a few months investigating
some of the other graphics pro-
grams on the market. Tentatively
on the agenda are demonstrations
of Caligari True Space, Smart Sketch,
Kai Power Tools, and, at the end of
the summer, Professional Draw and
Astound by Gold Disk.

We are still hoping to have a dem-
onstration of tic Reality if we
can find the person who won it at
the business meeting at the begin-
ning of the year. Anybody know
who the unmasked individual was?

Other possibilities include Corel,
Lotus, and Photostyler. If anybody
would like to show off these pro-
grams, please give us a yell.

Neal Berkowitz

Health Care/Medical Infor-
matics SIG

At our March meeting Jim Henry
of HEALTHWARE, INC demon-
strated a pen technology applica-
tion designed for use I;i! tﬁgysical
therapists /occupation erapists
which could be used in a hospital
or clinic, but becomes especiaﬂy
valuable in the home health setting.
Therapists using HEALTHWARE
software can reduce time-consum-
ing paperwork to a few minutes
with this mobile computing solu-
tion. Jim used a Toshiba notebook -
with a detachable screen that can
be used for data entry - to highlight
the lightweight portabjlity of this
application.

Clynt Taylor, from IBM HEALTH-
CARE SOLUTIONS demonstrated
another mobile computing software
program. Clynt's demonstration
was of an application designed for
physicians. He used the IBM Think-
pad to show the portability, versatil-
ity, and storage capability of a note-
book with performance rivaling
most desktop machines. An appeal-
ing feature of the software was the
ease of customizing "preferences.”
Physicians from different special-
ties can easily create and easily
modify templates to permit them to
enter information in a manner that
suits their l}:aarticulzu- type of prac-
tice as well as their own personal

style.

Once again, a lively discussion fol-

lowed the presentations, with the

SIG aftracting an interesting cross-

section of the health care world -

doctors, nurses, administrators,
harmacists, technicians and IT pro-
essionals.

Zeke Rabkin
zeker@onramp.net

Internet SIGs - Beginning
and Advanced

In April, the Beginning Internet SIG
was originally scheduled to discuss
Netscape, but for a number of rea-
sons, we postponed that presenta-
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tion to (hopefully) May 13th. This
pleased a lot of fotks, as many were
out of town for Easter weekend. As
an alternative, the Beginners group
was directed to the Auditorium to
hear I"Link Ltd describe how easily
they can connect you to the In-
ternet.

As of our SIG Happenings cutoff
date, we have not yet identified the
Advanced Internet SIG topic and
presenter for May, but we know
that if you miss it (whatever it is),
you’'ll regret it.

Tom O’ Keefe
& Doug Gorrie

Microsoft Networking

Already May! Bruce Wyna, one of
our SIG leaders, John McCrae is
the third), did a great overview of
X.400/X.500. X.400 is the mail trans-
port protocol used natively in Mi-
crosoft Exchange, as well as used as
a standard in other vendor’s mail.
Bruce's particular expertise is Mi-
crosoft Mail and Exchange, which
is Microsoft’s client-server messag-
ing afaplicaﬁon that goes beyond
simple mail to include sophisticated
features such as forms routing, pub-
lic folders (bulletin boards), an
rules based filtering.

Because Exchange sits on NT Serv-
er, it takes advantage of all the oper-
ating system features, such as secu-
rity, multiple protocol support, and
enterprise-wide networking. In the
future, we will have another presen-
tation on Exchange, this time per-
haps focusing on the Exchange cli-
ent.

In March, Scott Suhy of Microsoft
Consulting Services discussed ca-
pacity planning for NT Server net-
works. This is particularly crucial
for larger companies for determin-
ing how many computers to pur-
chase, with what hardware require-
ments, as well as examining band-
width issues. Of course, this is im-
portant for small companies as
well, for ensurini that the most ap-
propriate network is set up, with an
eye to future expansion.

Scott also was asked to be a speaker
at Microsoft’s Tech-Ed Conference,
held shortly after this. I also had
some extra Tech-Net CDs which
were given out in a drawing.
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Next month we have planned a dis-
cussion of interconnechvity of NT
Server with Netware. There’s so
much to say and see in this arena
that we probably can’t stuff it into
one hour, but WE'LL TRY!

So for the one time in the month on
a Saturday where it's absolutely
more than worthwhile to get up
early, jump out of bed to be here at
8:00 am. See you then.

Debbie Lenhart
deborahl@microsoft.com

Paradox S1G

Deg;hi has officjally launched. Tom
and I have conferred, and consider-
ing the somewhat muddled future
direction for the database arm of
Borland, we intend to cover Delphi
in addition to Paradox.

If Delphi develops as a real prod-
uct we will eventually launch a
new Delphi SIG. As soon as the fu-
ture of Paradox is known, we will
either continue with the Paradox
SIG or put on our Delphi hats.

Meanwhile life goes on. I have
been picking up just a whole lot
more Pdox Wll\# work of late, so
the long awaited shift to the Win-
dows development environment is
taking a firmer hold it would ap-
pear.

For the May meeting we are going
to have another Paradox Tips and
Tricks session. I learned a trick re-
cently about using varying size
resolution displays.

I indirectly found the answer in a
gromo copy of Paradox Informant.

o0 bring your favorite tip or trick
and save us all hours of reading
boring industry rags.

I recently stumbled through a pres-
entation for a product called Object
Spy at a Paradox Users of North
Texas meeting. I mostly panned
the product at the time because I
saw no real use for it. That was be-
fore I had followed along behind
another developer of a rather com-
plex application. My prior experi-
ence had been all new development
or DOS to Windows migration.

If you are going to modify or main-
tain someone else’s Pdox/Win ap-
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plication you are most likely going
to need something like Object Spy.

Object Sry will allow you to
quickly locate all of those little seg-
ments of ObjectPAL code the other
guy tucked away in some of the
strangest Lﬁlaces. Believe me, Para-
dox Breath, when 1 say, "One can
still produce spaghettt code in an
object-oriented language!”

Fred Williams
& Tom Browning

Personal Users SIG

The following is the tentative sched-
ule for the Personal Users classes
that will be offered during the next
three months. Each class is de-
signed to be an introduction to the
subject covered.

Classes can be taken in any order
suitable to your schedule. Printed
notes are provided during classes.

May 13, 1995

< 9:00 Class 13
Overview of Microsoft Windows

» 10:00 Class 14
Overview of MultiMedia Soft-
ware & Hardware

< Noon C(lass 15
Disk of the Month (DOM)

2 1:00 Class 16
PC’s into the 21st Century

< 2:00 Class 12a
NTPCUG Bulletin Board Sys-
tem (BBS)

June 17, 1995

< 9:00 Class 1
Introduction to Personal Users
SIG and the Personal Computer

¢ 10:00 Class2
Working with Files & Directory
Structures

% Noon C(lass3
Disk Operating System (DOS) -
Part I

< 1:00 Class 4
DOS - Part I

July 15, 1995

4 9:00 Class 5
Graphics for the PC

€ 10:00 Classé
Word Processors

¥ Noon Class 7
Spreadsheet Programs

< 1:00 Class 8
Other Software for the PC
Alex Lilley

Pro SIG

The annual tug of war between the
procedural language programiers
and the non-procedural language
programmers will be held now by
the creek under the I-35E bridge.

The winners will get a copy of
Topoiew. The losers will get a copy
of Topview as well.

Jim Hoisington
StarSIG

StarSIG for March 25, 1995 featured
a treasure hunt. A long lost rela-
tive of SIG Leader Jim Boughton,
one Blackjack Boughton, had con-
cealed a gold horde in Infomart be-
fore his untimely demise. He had
left several clues, and the attendees
went to work.

Columnist Jerry Holmes, the FREE-
LOADER, showing unusual spunk
and energy, ran out of the room
while the others were deciphering
clues. He returned shortly and
dove under the rear table. While
some were wondering about his
strange behavior, he came back out
and stood up waving the treasure.
When opened, it proved to be
enough gold-wrapped Hershey
kisses for all, a very tasty treasure
indeed.

StarSIG thanks another columnist,
Betty Pantazis, TREASURE, for her
contribution to the March program.
Editor Christy Jeter told attendees
about the updates to StarText, com-
ing soon. With a small staff and
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limited funding, careful plan-
ning is essential. The change-
over must be smooth, with a
minimum of downtime.

Look for graphics, speed, data
base type lookups. Also rest as-
sured that users with text-only
monochrome monitors are not
forgotten. StarText is deter-
mined to have first class service
for all, including the people who
got it started when 300 baud
was exciting stuff.

Come join us any User Group
Saturday. All are welcome, even
when we have free food.

William L. Jories

Visual Basic SIG - Begin-
ning

The May 13th meeting of the Be-
ginning Visual Basic SIG will in-
clude a presentation by Ken
Levy on the topic of the Setup
Wizard. Ken has agreed to
cover the batiicsBof the Setu Wilz-
ard during the Beginning Visua
Basic SIG gand then follo%v with
more advanced information on
the Setup Wizard during the
regular Visual Basic SIG which
follows.

Due to an unavoidable conflict, I
will not be able to attend the

May 13th meeting and Charlie
Unt i

has graciously agreed to
lead the meeting for me.

Next month, we will have a pres-
entation on the TrueGrid Pro
VBX by Apex Software Corpora-
tion. They made the software
and I will be making the presen-
tation. I¥s a neat tool.

Last month, our presenter was
unable to attend due to the press
of business. We will reschedule
Mike Fleming’s presentation on
relational databases for a future
time.

Visual Basic Workshops have
been formed and additional

workshops will be formed soon.
Each meeting of the Beginning Vis-
ual Basic SIG now includes a status
report from each of our Visual Ba-
sic Workshops. If you are inter-
ested in starting a workshop or par-
ticipating in one, see me at the
meeting (preferably before the meet-
ing starts at 8:00 AM). We will try
to get all interested parties together.

Bring your questions on Beginning
Visual Basic to our meeting begin-
ning at 8:00 AM on Saturday, May
13, 1995. Check the Infomart lobby
screens for the correct room assign-
ment. We have been warned that
changes to room assignments will
be coming soon.

Jim Carter

Windows Applications SIG

During the March meeting we got a
bit sidetracked onto the topic of the
Control Panel, fonts, and color
schemes. Looking into my crystal
ball, I am going to assume that in
April we managed to finish up on
the intro of speeding up Windows
and are now back on schedule.

All we have to do now is to try to
figure out what the schedule is.

I am still planning to cover presen-
tation programs in an upcoming
month, probably next month, then
move on to fmt%.frfom Windows.
After that, everything is up for
grabs.

The goal of the SIG is to give every-
body a feel for the various Win-
dows applications and how to maxi-
mize one’s potential through Win-
dows. This means that virtually
every topic is fair game.

Tip of the Month:

Almost everyone knows that the
ALT TAB key combination
switches between the various Win-
dows programs that are running.
One o?the big problems with thge
switching is that it is possible to
hold down the ALT key and TAB
right past the application that is

24

May 1995

wanted. The usual method is to
keep tabbing until the desired pro-
ram oOnce again gets djsplayecf. A
aster method if you have lots of
stuff running is to hold the SHIFT
key down when you miss the appli-
cation. The ALT SHIFT TAB combi-
nation reverses the order letling
you go back to the application you
missed.

Neal Berkowitz
WordPerfect (DOS) SIG

Now that we have taken a new sur-
vey of the classes you would like to
see presented, we will try to pre-
sent them in some kind of order so
that those of you that are new to
5.1 don’t get too lost, and those
"old hands"” at 5.1 will not be too
bored!

By request, the May class will be
on beginning macros and will be
ﬁ&sented by Marva Bowens.

arva has also graciously con-
sented to be the Assistant SIG
Leader so be sure to come and wel-
come her to the group! Marva has
been working in law firms for sev-
eral years, primarily in the word
processing departments, s0 I'm
sure she has some really neat
things to teach us!

We have had some really great at-
tendance lately, but with summer
approaching, the attendance always
goes WAY down. I would like for
each of you to bring a guest to the
May meeting—this would help tre-
mendously in keeping attendance

up!
Tip of the Month:

Table of Contents—when marking
your document, be sure to include
the codes that precede a headicr;g_l
(i.e., center, indent, tab, etc.). er-
wise, you will get some unexpected
results!

Also, if you have been very careful
about leaving out the ending attrib-
utes, (i.e., bold, underline, etc.) but
still get bold, underline, etc. in your
TOC, don’t despair. After you
have generated your TOC, simply
block it and press (for exa.rnple§ un-
derline and then backspace over
the ending [und] instruction. You
no longer have underlining in your
TOC!



May 1995

Wonder of wonders!
It’s Heeeerrreeeee!

Our new Internet Domain name is:
ntpcug.org.

We are now live with our Internet
News Group feed as I write this.
By the time you read this, we
should have Internet E-Mail up and
humming along.

So far, On Ramp Technologies,
our UUCP feed provider, has done
an excellent job of meeting our
every request in a timely fashion.

A big thanks to all the staff at On
Ramp, with special mention to Jeff
Smith, Chris %‘urboville, and Eric
Schnoebelen. I urge you to con-
sider On Ramp for your personal
Internet needs. They are a great
bunch of Unix weenies to work

with.

Groups Will Increase

The number of active news groups
will be increasing over the next few
weeks. Iintend to phase in the
news groups gradually to allow for
better predicting and management
of resource loading.

The list of current news groups and
the required QSO identitication
cross reference, as well as a current
listing of message activity per news
group, is available from a new

The way this works is that by block-
ing your TOC and alggléring the at-

tribute to the entire WordPer-
fect deletes all of the individual at-
tributes and places the beginnin
and ending attribute code at the be-
ginning and end of your blocked
section. Then, by backspacing over
the ending code, you have deleted
ALL of that particular code in your
blocked section. This works with
ANY paired code. If you have
more than one attribute assigned to
your test, you will have to do this
for EACH attribute.

See you May 13!

Dawn Hopkins

"Inte(R)net” menu selection on the
BBS "Information”™ menu.

A word of warning: I would advise
setting your maximum number of
messages per conference to a num-
ber of 500 or less. With only three
news groups selected, my first QSO
download was 1.8+ meg of data!
This was with my maximum mes-
sages per conference set to 500 and
xZnSy total messages per packet set to
00.

Users with 2400 baud or less mo-
dems should not even attempt
News Groups. Everyone, no matter
the speed, should have no problems
taking full advantage of Internet E-
Mail.

I want to thank Doug Gorrie and
Lewis Graber for all the assistance
they have provided during the In-
ternet implementation. We, all the
Sysop staff, will be making a sEecial
e ad-

effort to help as many users ta

'SOP, NTPCUG BBS
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vantage of the new Internet services
as our personal time permits.

BBS DOM Project...

I have had a project on the back
burner that I must now complete.

It is a special purpose DOM disk.
This disk would allow the user to in-
sert the diskette, tyEe "A:INSTALL",
answer some vere; asic questions,
and type "NTPC e DOS
prompt.

G" at

This procedure would allow pain-
less access to the NTPCUG BBS,
and optionally take advantage of
QWK mail services. I hope to have
the disk available at the M booth
“"real soon now".

This is not my first trip around the
Internet, but it is the first time I
have been other than an end user,

50 I'm on a learning curve myself.
As I get more familiar with the inter-
workings of the Internet from this
new aspect, I hope to use that
knowledge to further enhance and
improve the Internet service.

I am already considering the possi-
bility of involving the SIG leaders
who are willing.

The thought is to have them keep
things related to their SIG’s like the
Internet FAQ (Frequently Asked
Questions), vendor technical bulle-
tins, and even hardware and soft-
ware drivers located here in the Lo-
cal BBS Download areas. This
would allow all BBS users to benefit
from the feed even more so.

Fred Williams
Sysop, NTPCUG BBS -
@ntpcug.org
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Time to Donate
by Claude McClure

Every few months the local blood bank sends out a call
to donate a pint. The last time this call came, I thought
of the many volunteers we have in the North Texas PC
Users Group, and the unselfish way they give their

time and capability to the club.

Our members recognize the needs of the club and do-
nate their specialty. The volunteers who arrive at 6:00
AM on Saturday start the transfusion (so to speak) and

each volunteer through the day adds more benefits to
the total learning experience.

The volunteers are the lifeblood of the club. This might
be a good time for you to think about being a part of

this team.

Be sure to thank our volunteers; they make our system
work. The volunteers from our March meeting are rec-
ognized on this page. They may not get a lapel pin for
their contribution, but they get our thanks here and

when we greet them.

Infomart Liaison
Stuart Yarus

Vendor Setup/Breakdown
Anchors:
David Slavik
Kenneth Berg
Crew:
Larry Matzer
Jack Nicholson
Ross Jones

Auditorium Presentations
Timothy Carmichael
Chris Jung
Christopher Carmichael

Information/Registration
Booth
Statistician:
Connie Andrews
Scheduler:
Bob Wuller

Anchors:

Ralph Beaver
Eteta Eta
Judy Griffiths
Allan Harbaugh
John lvers
Cinda Lovil
David Martin
Bob McNeil (Double)
Raymond Reyes
Paul Williams
Bob Wuller
Booth Crew:
Laurie Barnett
Deborah Bean
Lorin Cranford
James Gorak
Claude McClure
Foy T. Mills
Martin Moomaw
Anthony Nagy
Car] Oehmann
Linda Thomas
Fred Touwmin

Disk of the Month
(DOM)
DOM Shift Supervisors:
Joe Allen
James Donlon
Judy Griffiths
Kent Haven
M. Pat Henley
Amold Krusemark
DOM Desk Crew:
Doug Athas
Berny Baars
Donna Baker
Rob Bender

Philip Bridge M. Pat Henley
Gene Carleton Jan Parkhill
Don Chick Jerry Stone
Robert Clark Inventory and Take-down
William Farris Crew:
Duane Marfin Dale Diamond
Mac MCKGE'then Mark Gruner
Jan Parkhill Arnold Krusemark
Bob Post DOM Desk Scheduler:
. . Charles Cashion
With Special Thanks Disk Production:
to: Howard Hamilton
Set Up Crew: Willard Davis
Mark Gruner
David Huckabee
N
VOLUNTEER
INFORMATION
1. Via BBS; (214)387-2751, (214)387-2752 or (214)263-9036
{metro). Sign up on the Volunteer Conference - make the sub-
ject matter your area of interest.
2. Meetlng day: Sign up at the Information Boeth or DOM
Booth to work those areas in a coming month.
3. Bv phone:
Audiorium Presentations
Timothy Carmichael (214)86 1-4626 (w)
DOM Booth Schaduter
Charles Cashion {214)881-0952 (h)
(214)519-2683 {w)
DOM Software Review
Frank Millar (214)231-1345 (h)
Information Booth and
Genaera! Information
Claude McCluce (214)867-0978 (h) J
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User — To — Us

B
R

NTPCUG USER-TO-USER PROGRAM

Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate their
time to help others with software and hardware
questions. Some of our helpers are professional
consultants. All have joined the User-to-User Program
because they want to share their knowledge with
others and help them. They agreed to answer
questions that they are comfortable handling over the
phone, without charge, and within reasonable time
limits (at the volunteer’s discretion).

These individuals are volunteering to assist NTPCUG
members, NTPCUG is assisting in finding these
volunteers for you, but cannot be responsible for
unsatisfactory outcomes. Next to each subject, we will
list the person’s name, phone number and the times
they are available. Please honor the wishes of our
helpers by seeking help only during those hours.

Please try to resolve your problem by reading the
manual and any on-line help BEFORE calling.

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS
Access 0as
Larry Linson .......cccccea (817)481-2350  M-Sa 1300-1500 Bob Russell ... (214)422-4269 7 1900-2200
Assembly Language oRr DOS
Frank Cavallito .............. (214)423-9221 7 1800-2200 Ralph Beaver................. (817)336-0570  M-F  0800-1700
Glynn Brooks.........u..: (214)578-8737 M-F 17002200 (817)624-9530  SS  0900-2100
BASIC Hardware Help
Mike Firth ...ccocoiecrcrne (214)827-7734 7 0800-2200 Charles Miller................ (903)9384220(") 7 1900-2400
Beginner Problems HyporAccess
Jan Parkhill................... (214)828-2216  M-Sa 0800-1700 Woody Pewitt............... (214)230-3485  M-F  0800-1800
Shirley Hudgens............. (214)352-2800 7  (900-2000 LANs — Novell :
Brother's Keeper Joseph Beasley ............. (214)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Neil Sunderland............. (214)272-2869 7  0900-2200 — Lantaalic
C++ (the language) Joseph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0800-2200
Bob Adams.........c....ceeen. (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900
Managing Your Money
Howard Harkness. (817)267-6227  Sun 0900-1200 X y
_________________________________ TaT  1800-2030 Glynn Brooks..................(214)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Doug Cochran.............. {214)578-9258  T&T 1800-2030 MathCAD
Bob Adams........ccciine. (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900
CorelDraw
Linda HUMe .....ccovcenmmnenn. (817)472-7555  M-F  1900-2200 052
...................................... S8 1300-2200 Larry Truesdale .............(214)442-7074 7 1000-2200
Batch Files PC Tools/Min
Charles Miller ............... (903)8384220(") 7 1900-2400 Glynn Brooks.................. (214)576-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Borland C++ Paradox
Bob Adams......coceeeveenns (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900 Fred Williams................. (214)492-1315 7 1300-2100
Howard Harkness.......... (817)267-6227 ?:; ?g%;ggg ProComm/ProComms
"""""""""""""""""""" ) Doug GOMIB ...c..ccvreennnes (214) 4647942 M-F 0800-1700
CommSoftware e (214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1800
Doug GOfmi€ .uveceeeeeerceves (214) 464-7942 M-F 0800-1700 Bill Green...........co.cvceee (817) 731-1308
...................................... (214) 818-8002 S-S5 1000-1300 Joseph Beasley .............(214)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Joseph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0900-2200
CompuServe
Bob AdaMS....e.csevarrunnes (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900 Pubiisher (Microsoft)
dBASE I, i+, IV & Windows Bob Russell .................. (214)4224269 7 1900-2200
Ted Gillam......ccecceererencs {214)964-7923 7 0800-1700

27
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SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS 4
Quicken User — To — User
Billy Pitts .(817)430-8148 7 1830-2100 -

Jim Hall..covcevrieren. (214)348-7848 7 1000-2100 Visual Basic - Beginning
Quickbooks Jim Carter ... (214)235-5968 7 1700-2130
Jim Thompson............... (214)9530051 M+ 0800-1800 tJ. Johnson ............e... (214)485-9067 7 1700-2130
Gene Hamelman............ (214)495-6342 7 1700-2130
SPFPC
DOUG GO0 ..o ere e (214) 484-7942  M-F  0800-1700 Windows for Workgroups
rvrsseimsisresinmreneeteenenne (214) 6188002 S-S 1000-1800 Joseph Baasley ............. (2142258752 7 (800-2400
Joseph Beasley ............ (214)410-3818 7 0800-2200
Bob Russell.............c...... (214)4224289 7 1800-2200
TurboVision
Howard Harkness .......... (817)267-6227  Sun 0900-1200
....................................... T&T  1800-2030 Word for Windows
Don Cochran ................ (214)578-0258  TAT 1800-2030 Bob Russall.................. (214)4224269 7 1800-2200
UNIX WordPerfect 5.x fWin
Doug SEott.....cuerereernnees (817)2614653 7 1830-2200 Georgene Harkness.......(817)267-6227  Sun  0900-1200
....................................... M-F  1800-2030
Virus &
Ant-Virus Works, Micresoft
Charles Miller................ (503)338-4220(*) 7 1900-2400 LT L (R——— (214)827-7734 7 0800-2200
Visual Basic - Advanced XENIX
Woody Pewtt............ (214)2303485  M-F  0800-1800 Doug SCOt wevvvirersires (817)261-4653 7 1830-2200
The subject areas below do not have a
LEGEND: volunteer to answer questions. I you would
7. All 7 days of each week M-F...... Monday through Friday like to assist or add possible categories for
T&T.... Tuesday and Thursday ~ M-Sa .... Monday through Saturday the future, please contact Doug Gorrie at
S&S Saturday and Sunda " Caller should incur any Lon (B1IpeETozA MF SO0 arisal &S
TR At SR ¥ ELCREER _ y Long 1000-1900 at (214)618-8002. Doug will send
Distance charges you a form on which you can list your
/ "\ qualifications and sign.
North Texa Areas Needing Helpers:
= > (_Users Group, Inc.
= S & Senss MKS products
Membership Application Bortand Turbo C Norton Utiities
The NTPCUG is as non-profit independent organization of individuals learning to apply CAD PAF
personal computers to practica) problems. For additional information, call (214) 746-4699. Datafiex Pagemaker
Member # ______ Deskd ink PC Hookup
Name: (Last) (First) Desktop Publishing Parsonal Tax Preparer
Addrass: Easy Text PKZp/PKUNZip
First Choica Portfolio Analyzer
) First Publisher Q&A
City: Siate: ZIP:
Fox Pro OuistVrite
PHONE:(Chack Preferred No.) Home ____ { ) Harvard Graphics Roots
Work __ ( ) (Ex) LapLink Smant
Occupation/Prolession; Mathematica Smart Notes
Chack one from each column balow Modems Sound Blaster
2 e 3 e Honey Couns Stckor
Check Regular ($24.00) __ Renewal =_ Monay Plans TurboTax
Credit Card__ Student ($16.00_____ Address Change __ .
Microsoft C Corel Ventura
Applications should be mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 780066,
Dellas. TX 75378-0066  (Make checks ‘;:ayab?: o NTPCUG) T > Microsoft C++ XTree
Please initial here____ if you do not wish to have your address included on member Microsoft Visual C++
lists sold for the NTPCUG's benefit to advertisers of IBM compatible products. Microsoft Word
O J




North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
Phone (214) 746-4699 for recorded information about the North Texas PC Users Group
and scheduled meeting date times and locations. Please leave a message if you would
like specific information about the Group.

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is a non-
profit, independent group, not associated with
IBM or any other corporation. Membership is
open to owners and others interested in exchang-
ing ideas, information, hardware, predictions,
and other items related to IBM Personal and
compatible computers. To join the Group, com-
plete the application blank printed elsewhere in

this newsletter, and send with $24 membership
dues to the Membership Director — address
shown below. Subscription to the newsletter is
included with each membership. The Group
meets once each month, usually on the third or
fourth Saturday. See inside front cover for date,
time and place of the next North Texas PC Users
Group meeting.

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

Board of Directors
Jim Hoisington, Chairman
Reagan Andrews Timothy Carmichael -

Doug Gorrie Alex Lilley
Andy Oliver Fred Williams

NTPCUG Bulletin Board

NOTE: To access the BBS Metro line from outside Area
Code 214, use Area Code 214. (This is NOT a toll call from
Fort Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)

Bulletin Board Settings: N -8 -1
(No parity, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit)

NTPCUG BBS Telephone Numbers:
St ... (214)387-2751
UNTRRRE ORISR (/.5 ¢ |\ /" /Y
: S .. METRO (214)263-9036
SYSOP: wcciusursemsisesniasinssnesenensss Fred Williams
Assistant Sysop. sitsanssasamiians TOMLERICKett
Assistant Sysop: .........cceueeeseennn. Doug Gorrie
Information Mgt:. ..Lewis Graber

User Relations:......................,::.Adam Peterson

Voice line for validation problems:
(214)682-0725.......cosveereeeneerene. Ask for Adam

TI PRO BULLETIN BOARD...
SYSOP:..

(214)361-5275
...Tom Blackwell

Address Changes, etc...

Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquiries about membership should be
directed to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 780066
Dallas, Texas 75378-0066



ll;lco)rtl}; Te;i\smlicé Users Group Non Profit Org
U, Bbox .
Dallas, Texas 75378-0066 U.S. Postage Pald

Arlington, TX
Permlt No. 823

Address Correction Requested

14.5

North Texas PC Users Group J/

Toliway

INFOMARY

Next Meeting:
13 May 1995

16 Downlown
Dallas



